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rupee of the special resources thus created upon works
of a different character/'

"When the nature of the new taxation which was
imposed upon the people of India is considered, a
most ready assent must be given to the opinion thus
expressed by the Viceroy, that the "sole justification"
for the taxation was to be found in the purpose to
which it was to be applied. The trades licence tax is
an income tax in its most aggravated form, for it is
an income tax from which every official and pro- -
fessional income is exempted. 1 doubt if the English
people would consider the gravest emergency to
justify the imposition of an income tax which would
fall upon almost every artisan, and would leave un-
touched the entire official class, all the officers in the
army, and all professional men. The salt duty had,
before its recent increase, been one of the heaviest
imposts ever levied on a first necessary of life. And
yet the starving millions of Madras and Bombay,
when they were scarcely able to raise their heads from
the terrible affliction that had visited them, were told
that the salt duty was to be increased by 40 per cent.
Under these circumstances it can be readily under-
stood how necessary it was deemed by the Viceroy to
endeavour to allay discontent, by giving the most
distinct promises language could convey, that not" one
rupee " of the money which was thus collected from